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The India March for Science 2022 took off with an enthusiastic start on August 10 after
a low profile period of two years owing to the COVID pandemic. The March programs
were conducted in 14 states over a period of two weeks. Prior to the start of the March
programs in India, research scholars from 37 institutes in 14 countries organized
solidarity demonstrations in support of IMFS 2022.

In the course of the March programs, many scientists and science enthusiasts have
come forward with the opinion that the IMFS platform should not just focus on a yearly
March but should take up the mission of popularising science and inculcating scientific
temper among people, from children to adults, among all sections of the people,
through yearlong programs, workshops, online and offline discussions and other
activities. They opined that science and scientific approach should become part of daily
life and habit. This year’s march program was initiated by an appeal by the scientists
across the country.

Appeal by Scientists

Dear Friend,

As you know, the scientific community and science loving people worldwide have been
voicing their opinion publicly since 2017 by organizing March for Science events every
year. In our country also, the ‘India March for Science’ (IMFS) programmes have been
organized on the 9th of August from 2017 to 2019. While celebrating science, through
these programmes science-loving people also protested against the promotion of
unscientific ideas from government circles, reduction of financial support for education
in general and scientific research in particular, and the formulation of governmental
policies ignoring evidence-based scientific opinion.

In 2020 and 2021, public life was seriously disrupted due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
and IMFS activities had to be restricted to social media and online events. Taking
advantage of the absence of public protests, attacks on science have increased
manifold.
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Since 2017, the scientific community has been urging the government to uphold Article
51(A) of the Constitution, cultivate scientific temper and stop spreading unscientific beliefs.
But now, unscientific ideas are being introduced in educational curricula in the name of
‘Indian Knowledge Systems’, an important component of the New Education Policy 2020!

While all the education policies since 1968 have promised to spend at least 10% of the GDP
on education, the spending is yet less than 3%. Governmental support for R&D presents an
even dismal picture. India spends less than 0.8% of its GDP on research while most
advanced and advancing countries spend to the tune of 3%. Even within that, curiosity-
driven fundamental research and social science research receive a miniscule fraction. It is
no surprise, therefore, that our universities stand nowhere in global rankings. While funding
for scientific institutions and research is drying up, the Union Government is initiating
research to investigate the ‘racial purity’ of ethnic groups, the benefits of panchgavya, etc.

While the whole world is worried about climate change, unabated loot and plunder of the
environment have resulted in India securing the dubious distinction of occupying the 180th
place among 180 countries in the Environmental Performance Index-2022.

In this situation, members of the scientific community along with likeminded science loving
people cannot remain mute spectators. We must make our voice heard to defend science.

With this objective, we are going to hold the 'India March for Science' in all major cities and
towns in the week from 10 to 16 August 2022, where we urge the Central and State
Governments to:

= Stop propagation of unscientific and obscurantist ideas, and develop scientific temper in
conformity with Article 51A of the Constitution;

= Stop introduction of unscientific ideas in educational curricula in the name of ‘Indian
Knowledge Systems’, a part of NEP-2020 and to ensure that the education system does
not impart ideas that contradict scientific evidence;

= Allocate at least 10% of Central Budget and 30% of State Budget to education;

= Spend at least 3% of the country's GDP on scientific, technological, and social science
research;

= Protect the environment and take effective steps to counter climate change. Stop
rampant exploitation of the country's natural resources for the benefit of few. Enact
policies based on scientific evidence.

We request all science loving people to join the March.

We must keep the flag of science flying to safeguard the physical and cultural living
condition of the future generations. We must uphold the banner of scientific temper.



India March for Science — Delhi

India March For Science, Delhi Organising Committee organised a demonstration at
Jantar Mantar, New Delhi on 10 Aug, 2022. Scientists, researchers and students from
different institutes and colleges participated in the program. Dr. Amitabh Basu, (Retd.
Senior scientist, NPL, New Delhi), Dr Dinesh Abrol, Dr. Vinay Kumar (Ass. Prof. Zakir
Hussain College, DU & Coordinator, IMFS, Delhi organising committee) and several
others addressed the gathering. The speakers highlighted the problems facing science
today in India, such as low budget allocation for science and scientific research,
propagation of unscientific and obscurant ideas, governmental policies to dilute
evidence based science. etc.
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India March for Science — Mumbai

India March for Science Mumbai organising committee held a rally on 10 Aug 2022
from Dadar to Mahim bay. The march began in the midst of heavy rains from Shivaji
Park, Dadar (W). Prof S G Dani, scholars from IIT-B, TIFR and a few other participants
spoke about the objectives of the march.
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India March for Science — Kolkata

'India March for Science' at Kolkata began at 3 PM on August 10 from Ramleela Park and
proceeded to Esplanade. Prof Dhrubajyoti Mukherjee, Prof Soumitro Banerjee, Prof
Pradipta Banerjee from ISI, Prof Ayan Banerjee and Prof Anindita Bhadra from IISER -
Kolkata, Prof Shyamal Bhadra (Retired Prof) of IACS, Mr Biswajit Mitra (Teacher),
Supriyo Santra (Research scholar) addressed the gathering at the starting point
(Ramleela Park) and at the ending point (Esplanade). Several professors, students and
research scholars from institutes and colleges such as IACS, Bose Institute, SINP,
SNBCAR, Jadavpur University and Calcutta university participated in the March. A few
other Science organizations like Utsa Manus, Science Communicators Forum, Sanbartak
Patrika, etc also joined the March. At the end of March, a group of delegates headed by
Dr Nilesh Maiti submitted the ‘'memorandum addressed to the Prime minister' to the
Governor of West Bengal.
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India March for Science — Chennai

India March for Science Tamilnadu organizing committee held a rally on Aug 13 at
Elliot’s beach, Chennai. Dr Uma Ramachandran, convener, IMFS Tamilnadu welcomed
the gathering and gave an introduction on the objective of the March. Prof V Murugan
flagged off the March. Scientists, professors, teachers, students from different institutes
and general public joined the rally. At the end of the rally Prof T R Govindarajan, Dr R
Venkatesan and student Santhosh addressed the gathering.
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India March for Science — Hyderabad

India March for Science Hyderabad organizing committee held a march on 10 Aug, 2022 at
Osmania University Hyderabad. Dr.Soma Marla, Principal scientist (retd ICAR) addressing
the gathering said that the government should stop propagating unscientific ideas
through distortion of history in text books. He also said that today global warming is a
major threat to our environment. Dr,R,Gangadhar (Breakthrough Science Society),Mr
Varaprasad (JVV)and Mr Sarath (OYESTER) also addressed the gathering.
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India March for Science — Bengaluru

The 6th Edition of the March for Science was organized at Freedom Park Bangalore on
the 6% August. Mr. R. L Mauryan, Convenor, India March For Science Karnataka, Prof.
Prajval Shastri (Astrophysicist, Professor Emeritus, Raman Research Institute), Prof
Sharad Lele (Distinguished Fellow at Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the
Environment), Dr. Sudha Kamath (President, Medical Service Centre, MSC, Karnataka)
and Mr.Anandraj, Coordinator, India March For Science, Karnataka addressed the
gathering. Prof. Jayanth Murthy who could not be present physically sent a written
message that was read out.
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India March for Science —Trivandrum

A “March for Science’ rally was organised on 27 August at Trivandrum. Hundreds of
people including researchers, teachers, and students took part in the March which
started from the the Sathyan Memorial hall, near Museum junction and concluded at the
Asan Square, Palayam. The March program began with a seminar inaugurated by Prof C.P.
Aravindakshan, president of the reception committee. Prof Biju Kumar A, Department of
Aquatic Biology & Fisheries, University of Kerala, spoke on 'Climate Change and Kerala'
and Mr Vaisakhan Thampi spoke on 'Scientific temperament."'
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India March for Science — Ahmedabad

India March for Science, Ahmedabad organised a demonstration on 12t August, at Sidi
Saiyad footpath, Lal Darwaja, Ahmedabad. Dr. Raghavan Rangarajan (Eminent Scientist
and professor, Ahmedabad University), Shri Rafikbhai Kothariya (Principal, Republic High
School), Urmiben Pandit (Retired officer, Health Department, Government of Gujarat),
Dr. Kanubhai Khadadiya (Retired Principal, Rashtrabhasha College), Research Scholars,
students, teachers and science loving people participated the March for Science
program.

SCIENCE IS THE B
METHOD WE HAVEEST

OF UNDERSTA
THE UvaEggEND'NG

~ b

{1 = 'nsupportof INTERNATIONAL MARCH FOR SCIENGE=
B <cicnunc 12’ August 02 [ g1t AISN
IndiaMARCH FOR SCIENC

Ahmedabad - Gujarat




India March for Science — Ranchi

IMFS march held on 16 August at Ranchi
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India March for Science - Agartala

India March for Science Agartala Organising Committee organised a March from City
Centre, Agartala to Tripura State Museum at 4.30pm on 10™ August 2022. Near about
130 participants including students, scholars, teachers and professors from different
institutions took part in this March for Science program. A meeting held in front of
State Museum after the procession where Prof. Alak Satpathy, Sri Nanigopal Debnath
(Teacher), Sri Mihir Debnath and Sri Raju Acharya (Convenor of IMFS Agartala
Committee) addressed the gathering. They appealed to the people to build up a strong
science movement against the unscientific beliefs and thoughts and demanded more
budgetary allocation for science research and public education sector.
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Lucknow
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Chandigarh
Students of IISER Mohali organized a demonstration on August 7 in
support of the India March for Science
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March for Science programs in the districts

In addition to the capitals of various states, IMFS programs were held at
several other districts with wide spread participation of students and
science loving people. The programs took interesting forms like talk shows,

science demonstrations, rallies etc.
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Karnataka- Dharwad
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Assam -Silchar

Gujrat — Bhavnagar, Manwad school, Palitana

SCIENCE
ugs % b
LTIONS! Sealbitagh
’ s adl, (4

: umm-ﬁdlgg

INDIA MARCH FOR SCIENCE}
| e r—|
|




Jharkand
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Madhya Pradesh

March for Science program at Modern School, Guna
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Kerala

Calicut District

clence aned sclentific authiok,
\CH.EDR SCIENCE |
RAMBRA

ALA, AUGUST. 2033
3% of i 5

ate 10 5 of Chaclentf

the enyj,

Spend
i . Technological and socla| Research
orote rmeneLLLdBeL 10 503 o S SOl Sclonce eseare
mﬂm-m-ndhhﬂfmmshmtoeaumudim




Mala

ppu

puram district - Tir
ur

Palakkad District

7{pé,u Seience ¢
PN_AKKA
o\og\ca\ Sbc\a\Sme
dge\sand‘.‘: 0% ©! is\a\e
. ffe eckive {eps to

Ceum

pendd l nSClenhf\c
emr



Idukki district: Newman College, Thodupuzha
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Thrissur district: Sree Kerala Varma College
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Allocate 10% of Central Budget and 30% of State Budget for Education
Protect the Environment and take effective steps to counter Climate Change
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Ernakulam district

IMFS Rally at Tripunithura
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St. Alberts college, Ernakulam
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Alleppey District
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Rally in Kottayam town
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Pampady, Kottayam
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Kollam District: Kollam town
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Tamilnadu

Madurai District
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Solidarity from abroad

The research students working in different institutes abroad organised demonstrations in
support of the India March for Science before the start of the March programs in India. There
were 37 demonstrations in solidarity with IMFS 2022 across 14 countries:

Austria (Vienna), Canada (Montreal, Toronto), Denmark (Copenhagen), France (Paris), Ireland
(DCU Dublin, Limerick), Israel (Ben Gurian, Jerusalem, Technion, Tel Aviv, Weizmann), Japan
(Tokai Uni, Tsukuba), South Korea (Daegu, Daejeon, KIST Seoul, SKKU Seoul), Spain
(Barcelona, Tarragona), Sweden (Gothenburg), Switzerland (Basel, Fribourg), Taiwan
(Academia Sinica, Hsinchu, NCKU, NYCU, Taipei), USA (Bloomington, John Hopkins Uni, MIT,
New York, Texas A&M, UIUC, Yale Uni).
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Kerala

Thodupuzha Palakkad

‘India March for Science’
rally held in Palakkad
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