India March for
Science2022

SCIENCE

ThelndiaMarchfor Science2022took off with an enthusiasticstart on August10 after
a low profile period of two yearsowing to the COVIDpandemic The March programs
were conductedin 14 statesover a period of two weeks Priorto the start of the March
programsin India, research scholarsfrom 37 institutes in 14 countries organized
solidaritydemonstrationsn supportof IMFS2022

In the course of the March programs, many scientistsand scienceenthusiastshave
comeforward with the opinionthat the IMFSplatform shouldnot just focuson a yearly
March but shouldtake up the missionof popularisingscienceand inculcatingscientific
temper among people, from children to adults, among all sectionsof the people,
through yearlong programs, workshops, online and offline discussionsand other
activities Theyopinedthat scienceand scientificapproachshouldbecomepart of daily
life and habit. This@ S | rEfzE programwas initiated by an appealby the scientists
acrossthe country.

Appeal by Scientists

DearFriend

Asyou know, the scientificcommunityand scienceloving peopleworldwide havebeen
voicing their opinion publiclysince2017 by organizingMarch for Scienceeventsevery
year In our country also,the WL yNRaict for { O A S(IMESpfbgrammeshave been
organizedon the 9th of Augustfrom 2017to 2019 While celebratingscience through
these programmes scienceloving people also protested against the promotion of
unscientificideasfrom governmentcircles,reduction of financialsupportfor education
in generaland scientific researchin particular, and the formulation of governmental
policiesignoringevidencebasedscientificopinion.

In 2020 and 2021, public life was seriouslydisrupted due to the COVIBEL9 pandemic,
and IMFS activities had to be restricted to social media and online events Taking
advantage of the absenceof public protests, attacks on science have increased
manifold
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Since2017, the scientific community has been urging the governmentto uphold Article
51(A) of the Constitution,cultivate scientifictemper and stop spreadingunscientificbeliefs
But now, unscientificideas are being introduced in educationalcurriculain the name of
WL y Ribwlgdgd & a { &n¥fripd@tant componentof the New EducatiorPolicy202Q

While all the educationpoliciessince1968havepromisedto spendat least10% of the GDP
on education,the spendingis yet lessthan 3% Governmentakupportfor R&Dpresentsan

even dismal picture. India spendsless than 0.8% of its GDPon researchwhile most
advancedand advancingcountries spendto the tune of 3% Evenwithin that, curiosity

driven fundamentalresearchand socialscienceresearchreceivea minisculefraction. It is

no surprise therefore, that our universitiesstandnowherein globalrankings While funding
for scientific institutions and researchis drying up, the Union Governmentis initiating

researchio investigatethe W NJ LOdzNL#f étlini@groups the benefitsof panchgavyaetc.

While the whole world is worried about climate change,unabatedloot and plunder of the
environmenthaveresultedin Indiasecuringthe dubiousdistinction of occupyingthe 180th
placeamong180 countriesin the EnvironmentaPerformancdndex2022

In this situation, membersof the scientificcommunityalongwith likemindedscienceloving
peoplecannotremainmute spectators We mustmakeour voiceheardto defendscience

With this objective,we are goingto hold the 'IndiaMarchfor Sciencein all major citiesand
towns in the week from 10 to 16 August2022 where we urge the Central and State
Governmentdo:

A Stoppropagationof unscientificand obscurantistideas,and developscientifictemper in
conformitywith Article 51A of the Constitution

A Stop introduction of unscientificideasin educationalcurriculain the name of WL y RA |
Knowledge{ & & (i &pag 6@ RER2020and to ensurethat the educationsystemdoes
not impartideasthat contradictscientificevidence

A Allocateat least10%of CentralBudgetand 30%of StateBudgetto education

A Spendat least 3% of the country's GDPon scientific, technological,and socialscience
research

A Protect the environment and take effective steps to counter climate change Stop
rampant exploitation of the country's natural resourcesfor the benefit of few. Enact
policiesbasedon scientificevidence

Werequestall sciencdovingpeopleto join the March,

We must keep the flag of scienceflying to safeguardthe physicaland cultural living
conditionof the future generationsWe mustupholdthe bannerof scientifictemper.



India Marchfor Science; Delhi

India March For Science,Delhi OrganisingCommittee organiseda demonstration at

JantarMantar, New Delhion 10 Aug, 2022 Scientistsresearchersand studentsfrom

different institutes and collegesparticipatedin the program Dr. Amitabh Basy (Retd

Seniorscientist, NPL,New Delhi), Dr Dinesh Abrol, Dr. Vinay Kumar (Ass Prof Zakir
HussainCollege,DU & Coordinator, IMFS, Delhi organisingcommittee) and several
others addressedthe gathering The speakershighlightedthe problemsfacingscience
today in India, such as low budget allocation for scienceand scientific research,
propagation of unscientific and obscurant ideas, governmental policies to dilute

evidencebasedscienceetc.
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India Marchfor Sciencet Mumbai

India March for Science Mumbaiganisingcommittee held a rally on 10 Aug 2022
from Dadarto Mahimbay. The march began in the midst of heavy rains f&mvaji
Park,Dadar(W). ProfS GDani scholars from IFB, TIFR ana fewother participants

spoke abouthe objectives of the march.
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India Marchfor Science; Kolkata

'IndiaMarchfor Scienceat Kolkatabeganat 3 PMon August10 from RamleeldParkand

proceededto Esplanade Prof Dhrubajyoti Mukherjee, Prof Soumitro Banerjee, Prof

PradiptaBanerjeefrom ISI, Prof Ayan Banerjeeand Prof Anindita Bhadrafrom IISER

Kolkata,Prof ShyamalBhadra(Retired Prof) of IACSMr Biswajit Mitra (Teacher), Mr

Supriyo Santra (Researchscholar) addressedthe gathering at the starting point

(RamleelaPark)and at the ending point (Esplanade)Severalprofessors,studentsand

research scholars from institutes and colleges such as IACS Bose Institute, SINP,
SNBCARJadavputUniversityand Calcuttauniversity participatedin the March. A few

other Scienceorganizationdike UtsaManus,Science&Communicatord-orum,Sanbartak
Patrika etc alsojoined the March. At the end of March,a group of delegatesheadedby

Dr NileshMaiti submitted the 'memorandumaddressedo the Prime minister' to the

Governorof WestBengal
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India Marchfor Science; Chennai

India March for ScienceTamilnaduorganizingcommittee held a rally on Aug 13 at
9 f t headh,Qennai Dr Uma Ramachandranconvener,IMFSTamilnaduwelcomed
the gatheringand gavean introduction on the objective of the March. ProfV Murugan
flaggedoff the March. Scientistsprofessorsteachers, studentsfrom different institutes
and generalpublicjoined the rally. At the end of the rally Prof T R GovindarajanDr R
VenkatesarandstudentSanthosraddressedhe gathering
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India Marchfor Science; Hyderabad

IndiaMarchfor ScienceHyderabadrganizingcommitteeheld a marchon 10 Aug,2022at

OsmaniaUniversityHyderabad DrSomaMarla, Principalscientist(retd ICAR)addressing
the gathering said that the government should stop propagating unscientific ideas
through distortion of history in text books He also said that today globalwarmingis a

major threat to our environment Dr,R,Gangadha(BreakthroughScienceSociety)vir

Varaprasad(JVVand Mr Sarath(OYESTERI[soaddressedhe gathering
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India Marchfor Science; Bengaluru

The6th Edition of the March for Sciencevas organizedat FreedomParkBangaloreon

the 6" August Mr. R L Mauryan Convenoy India March For ScienceKarnataka,Prof

Prajval Shastri (Astrophysicist,Professor Emeritus, Raman Researchinstitute), Prof
SharadLele (DistinguishedFellow at AshokaTrust for Researchin Ecologyand the

Environment),Dr. SudhaKamath (President,Medical ServiceCentre, MSC,Karnataka)
and Mr.Anandraj Coordinator, India March For Science,Karnatakaaddressedthe

gathering Prof JayanthMurthy who could not be present physicallysent a written

messagehat wasreadout.
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India Marchfor Science; Trivandrum

Adal NdK OA Srli)BaQ organisedon 27 Augustat Trivandrum Hundredsof
people including researchers,teachers, and students took part in the March which
started from the the SathyanMemorial hall, near Museumjunction and concludedat the
AsanSquare PalayamTheMarch programbeganwith a seminarinauguratedby Prof CP
Aravindakshanpresidentof the receptioncommittee Prof Biju KumarA, Departmentof
AquaticBiology& FisheriesUniversityof Kerala,spokeon 'Climate Changeand Kerala'
andMr Vaisakhamhampispokeon 'Scientificcemperament'
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India Marchfor Scienceg Ahmedabad

IndiaMarchfor ScienceAhmedabadorganiseda demonstrationon 120 August,at Sidi
Saiyadfootpath, Lal Darwaja Ahmedabad Dr. RaghavarRangarajar{(EminentScientist
and professor,AhmedabadJniversity),ShriRafikbhaKothariya(Principal RepublicHigh
Schoo), Urmiben Pandit (Retired officer, Health Department, Governmentof Gujarat),
Dr. KanubhaiKhadadiya(Retired Principal,Rashtrabhash&ollege) ,ResearchScholars,
students, teachers and science loving people participated the March for Science

program

SCIENCE IS THE B
r(AUHOD WE HAVEEST
OF UNDERSTA

THE UNIVEPSENDING

” g

: In support of INTERNATIONAL MARCH FOR SCIENCE=H
‘ 12 August 202 [ g11e1 AISN

India MARCH FOR SCIENC

Ahmedabad - Gujarat




India Marchfor Science; Ranchi

IMFS march held on 16 August at Ranchi
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India Marchfor Science Agartala

India March for ScienceAgartalaOrganisingCommitteeorganiseda March from City
Centre,Agartalato TripuraStateMuseumat 4.30pm on 10" August2022 Nearabout
130 participantsincluding students, scholars,teachersand professorsfrom different
institutions took part in this March for Scienceprogram A meeting held in front of
StateMuseumatfter the processionwhere Prof Alak Satpathy SriNanigopalDebnath
(Teacher), Sri Mihir Debnath and Sri Raju Acharya (Convenor of IMFS Agartala
Committee)addressedhe gathering Theyappealedto the peopleto build up a strong
sciencemovementagainstthe unscientificbeliefsand thoughtsand demandedmore
budgetary allocation for scienceresearchandpubliceducationsector
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Students of ISER Mohali organized a demonstration on August 7 in
support of the India March fdgcience




March for Science programs in the districts

In addition to the capitalsof variousstates, IMFSprogramswere held at
several other districts with wide spread participation of students and
sciencdovingpeople Theprogramstook interestingforms like talk shows,
sciencedemonstrationsyalliesetc.
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Madhya Pradesh
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Chhattisgarh
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